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_ General assembly decides nothing 


MEETING LOSES QUORUM AFTER FRATERNITY SUPPORTERS WALK OUT 


DAMION STODOLA 





Parc Avenue Speedway 


BY GLEN HARRIS 

The recent death of a motorcy- 
clist on Parc avenue has raised 
concern over new reserved bus 
lanes on Parc, as well as the slow 
response time of the ambulances. 

On Sunday October 25th, Scott 
Davidson died as the result of 
wounds froma traffic accident on 
Parc Avenue between Fairmount 
and St. Viateur. A car veered into 
the path of Davidson’s motorcycle. 

Davidson and and his passanger 
Bryan McAdam had been driving 
north in the centre lane when a 
Saab pulled out ofa parking lot on 
the east side of thestreet. It headed 
south, against the flow of traffic, in 
the centre lane. 

The view of the driver of the 
Saab had been partailly obscurred 
by a double parked truck on the 
east side of the street. Davidson 
attempted to avoid impact but was 
unsuccesful. McAdam was thrown 
from the motorcycle before the 
vehicles collided. McAdam sur- 
vived. 

Peter Richardson and Holt 
Pritchard, friends of the victim, 
have been investigating thier 
friends death. They said that the 
new bus lanes on Parc are unsafe, 
and that the slow response time of 
the ambulance contributed to 
Davidson’s death. 

“We want to know what hap- 
pened — why did our friend die?” 
asked Richardson. “Wewant to find 
out for his dignity, and to give 
meaning to his death.” 


TONY REVOY 


BY MIA BAUDRY 


The Students’ Society General 


Assembly was supposed to 
enchance democracy at McGill. But 
it lost quorum before it even ap- 


proved the agenda. 










It took 45 minutes for the As- 
sembly to reach quorum. After 
speaker Christophe Sicking ex- 
plained the rules for the Assembly, 
the next topic was approving. the 
agenda. 

U3 arts student Corey Dufresne 
tried to change the agenda, putting 
the last motion first. ‘The motion 
would have reformed the process 
for recognizing Students’ Society 
interest groups, and was originally 
proposed by sorority members in 
the workshops leading up to the 
Assembly. 

Dufresne said that he wanted to 
move the motion up in the agenda 
because it was an interesting issue. 
“Jam not ina fraternity. I thought 
this motion would interest every- 
body.” 

According to Amy Ridley, an as- 
sembly workshop coordinator, 
Dufresne was a member of Beta 
Theta Pi. 

After the agenda change was de- 
feated, about thirty fraternity and 
sorority members walked out, 
breaking quorum. 


Friends of Scott Davidson (Pritchard & Richmond) 


The safety of Parc avenue has 
comeunder fire since the city intro- 
duced reserved lanes for buses 
during rush hour last September 
8th. The avenue’s six lanes were 
reduced to five, and the centre lane 
made a bi-directional lane, deter- 
mined by rush hour traffic load. 
Many merchants along the street 
have complained about the new bus 
lanes. 

Inareport released by Concordia 
professor Bala Ashtakala, he pre- 
dicted that the city’s new plans 
would make the thoroughfare more 
dangerous, encouraging head-on 
collisions. 

Ashtakala’s claimsare supported 
by the 40 traffic accidents that have 
occurred since the implementation 
of the new system up to the end of 
October. 

“Motorists have to drive the 
wrong way in the middle lane when 


people are double parked,” said 
Richardson. “Since there are many 
merchants along that stretch of 
Parc, there are often delivery trucks 
double parked during business 
hours.” 

Richmond and Pritchard are 
also concerned about the time it 
took Urgence Santé ambulances to 
arrive and remove the victims to 
emergency wards. 

Records of the 911 calls and the 
ambulance radio communications 
indicate that the first emergency 
call occurred at 21h33. It took nine 
minutes for the first ambulance to 
arrive, and 11 minutes for the sec- 
ond, which.wasn’t summoned until 
the first was on the seen. 

It wasn’t until 10h25 that 
Davidson was admitted to Hotél 
Dieu hospital. Around seventeen 
minutes were spent on the scene 


continued on page 3 


“(The frats) broke quorum on 
purpose. This illustrates that frats 
and sororities aren’t ready to be 
brought in to SSMU. They showed 
a distinct lack of interest in issues, 
and this is very disappointing,’ said 
Ridley. 

Jason Atlas,a U3 Science student 
at the meeting, said that the refusal 
to change the agenda was not a re- 
jection of the proposed policy 
change. 

“We weren't saying no, we were 
just saying we didn't think they 
should be put first. (Walking out) 
was just a reconfirmation of the 
stereotypes of frat mentality.” 

The proposed interest group 
policy change would not have nec- 
essarily recognized fraternities. The 
new policy would have allowed club 
representatives to attend hearings 
on whether to accept their clubs, 
and provided an appeal process. 

Society president Jason Prince 
thought that if the interest group 
motion had gone first, the fraterni- 
ties and sororities would have left 
after it was voted on. “It was clear to 
everyone that a large amount of 
students were from fraternities and 
sororities. All students had to make 
a decisionsIf (the motion) had gone 
first we would have lost quorum.” 

Onesorority member whostayed 
after the walk-out said the fraterni- 
ties had no intention of breaking 
quorum. 

“It was an emotional reaction to 
the fact that, at the beginning of the 
meeting, there was already a NO to 


Al Safety Notice 


our concerns. Perhaps they didn't 
think the issue would be addressed 
at all,” said Daniela Pizzoto of 
Kappa Kappa Gamma. 

“The Students’ Society doesn't 
care about us, so if you want to be 
bitchy, we don’t care about them,” 
continued Pizzoto. 

Issues such as equity, campus 
safety, cultural diversity and dis- 
crimination were also on the 
Assembly agenda. 

“It’s hypocritical that a group 
that wants to be seen as equal on 
campus did not care about issues 
concerning equality and student 
rights,” said Carolyn Peters, a U3 
Arts student. 

Prince said the walkout con- 
firmed his reluctance to recognize 
the Inter-Fraternity Council. 

“T’ve always said that the frater- 
nity council shouldn’t be 
recognized by council because it 
discriminates on the basis of gen- 
der. This proves frats aren't 
interested in student issues.” 

Ridley said increased student 
participation in future assemblies 
would prevent control by a single 
group. “I hope the assembly makes 
students aware of the necessity of 
participating in the political proc- 
ess, for their benefit and the benefit 
of all students.” 

Sicking was disappointed by the 
walkout. “I know that Students’ 
Society spent a lot of time and ef- 
fort trying to get people here. I'm 
just sad and I guess it’s too bad.” 





A woman reported that a man followed her up her 
apartment steps Saturday October 31. When she asked 
him to leave he came closer to her and tried to grab her. 
She was able to get into her apartment but the man 
watched her through her window until he saw her calling 
her roommate, when he then left. The man Is described as 
“tall, thin, middle-eastern with medium length dark and 
and in his mid-twenties.” He was wearing a 3/4 length tan 


| coat. 


A woman reported that she was grabbed by a man on 
Union Street on Tuesday November 3 who then stuck his 
hand down her shirt. She managed to fight him and run 
away. The man spoke english with a french accent and Is 
described as “511, mid-twenties, dark hair and clean 


cut.” 


On Wednesday November 4th, a man verbally harassed 
two women, using racist intonations towards one, on the 
fourth floor of the union building. The same man has been 
sighted several times In the union building in the last 
week. He is described as “510, over 50 years of age, 
reddish complexion, dark hair and wearing eye glasses.” 

There have been many reports of a man scamming for 
funds in the ghetto and plateau area. The man knocks at 
doors, explains that he is your nelghbour and a Concordia 
pshychology student. Stating that his friend is in jail and 
he needs bail money, he then requests $20. The man Is 
described as blond, and In his twenties. 

If you have any information about any of these Incidents or 
any others, please call the police, the Sexual Assault Centre, or 


Walksafe at 398-2498. 
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New options at Benny 
Farm 





SUSAN VIVIAN 





The future of a seniors’ and vet- 
erans housing project looksa little 
brighter after a new offer was made 
for the site Thursday. 

Montréal architect Michael Fish 
has formed a non-profit corpora- 
tion which will buy, administer and 
develop the Benny Farm site at no 
expense to Montréal taxpayers. Fish 
hopes that in this way the historical 
and ecological significance of the 
housing project will be preserved. 

“Benny Farm is a precious piece 
ofurbanism and architecture—we 
want people to glory in the majestic 
open spaces there,” said Fish. “And 
at the same time the community 
will make a fortune.” 

The future of Benny Farm, lo- 
cated on the outskirtsof NDG, came 
into question last year when the 
federal government announced it 


was withdrawing fundingfrom pub- . 


lic housing. 

Benny Farm is under theadmin- 
istration of a federal agency — the 
Canadian Mortgage and Housing 
Corporation (CMHC) — which is 
having to find ways to dispose of the 
property. 

Fish made his proposal in re- 
sponse to the CMHC’s own 
proposal. The CMHC wants to tear 
down all buildings currently on the 
site, and replace them with new 
housing units, fully accessible to 
the disabled. It also calls for tripling 
the current population density. 

Fish says his concerns are both 
historical and ecologial. 

“NDG wants to put low rise crap 
into an otherwise beautiful com- 
munity spaces,” said Fish.“Wedon’t 
want that to happen,” 

Marcel Tremblay, who ran for 
the Civic Party in NDG, supports 
Fish’s proposal. 

“The government decided to pull 


out of such housing projects and 
Fish is allowing them to do just 
that,” said Tremblay. “The neigh- 
bours around Benny Farm are 
against the CMHC increasing den- 
sityat the cost of green spacebecause 
it will kill the beauty of their sur- 
roundings. This proposal preserves 
that.” 

But Anne Kettenbeil, CMHC 
tenant liason for Benny Farm, said 
demolition followed by rebuilding 
is the best way to meet tenant needs. 

“The CMHC decided not to 
renovate anything becuase of the 
age and type of buildings,” said 
Kettenbeil, “The only choice is to 
invest lots or start again.” 

Kettenbeil supervised a CMHC 
survey of Benny Farm tenant needs. 
Given the narrow hallways, wheel- 
chair accessibility on the ground 
floor only, and unmodified bath- 
rooms, the CMHCbelievesit would 
be better to start over. 

“For theactual tenants, the build- 
ings are obselete,” she said. 

But some feel Kettenbeil’s sur- 
vey is suspect. Peluso and Fish say 
many residents were led by the sur- 
veyors to include needs they hadn’t 
perceived on their own. 3 

“Themultiplesurveys conducted 
on the residents used unsound sta- 
tistics and loaded questions. Their 
motives are to be questioned,” said 
Fish. 

Fish and his supporters feel 
demolition is an unnecessary and 
historically damaging project. 

“There is so much land around 
Benny Farm that nothing needs to 
be demolished,” said Maria Peluso 
of Concordia University, who en- 
listed her students to help Fish 
research his proposal. “We don’t 
want to deny that the residents need 
some buildings with elevators, but 
the property is there without hav- 
ing to do any tear-downs.” 


Arnold Bennett, a Montréal 
housing activist working with the 
NDG housing committee, agrees. 

“The CMHC says the existing 
buildings are no longer any good — 
I disagree,” said Bennett. “I think 
the CMHC is funding their data on 
how much it would cost to up- 
grade, and how extensive such 
renovations need to be.” 

Given that the average age of 
citizens residing at Benny Farm is 
70, Fish finds the CMHC proposal 
troubling. Fish believes the new 
units will be sold as condominiums 
or used for social housing, both of 
which are opposed by the neigh- 
bouring NDG community. 

“None of the CMHC’s proposed 
buildings will be built for at least 15 
years, given the city’s current con- 
struction agenda, at which point 
the majority of current residents 
will be dead,” said Fish. 

Bennett said the NDG Housing 
Committee agrees with Fish’s con- 
cerns and is working to ensure that 
the city and CHMC don’t make a 
deal behind closed doors. 

“Our concerns are that we don’t 
want the area’s density to be tripled 
as the CMHC proposal suggests, 
that they structures aren’t demol- 
ished for future saleable condos,” 
said Bennett. 

Fish’s corporation will offer 
market price for the land, estimated 
at $8.09 million, and will build up 
to three low rise buildings. These 
would have the elevators and wheel- 
chair accessibility promised to 
veterans that live on the Farm by 
the CMHC. 

Because the money to purchase 
the property would be from a gov- 
ernment guaranteed bank loan, 
there would be no need for any 
public funds for the project to 
suceed, 
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Speedway 


and another fifteen to twenty 
minutes in travel. Davidson was 
pronounced dead at 23h00. 

Richmond and Pritchard want 
to know why it took so long for the 
ambulances to arrive, and why two 
weren't sent after the first call. 

“I have ten witnesses who can 
attest to the fact that during the first 
call to 911, it was made clear that 
there were two victims,” said Rich- 
mond. 

It is also a mystery as to why the 
first ambulance took 15-20 min- 
utes to get to the hospital when it is 
a two to four minute automobile 
ride, even without emergency lights 
and sirens. 

The preliminary police report 
on theaccident quotesadoctor from 
Hotél Dieu hospital as saying that 
Davidson shouldn’t have been 
brought to that hospital. 

Unlike Royal Victoria Hospital, 
where McAdam was taken, Hotél 


Dieu doesn’t have a trauma unit. 
The efficiency of Urgente Santé ap- 
pears especially suspect when 
compared to another Canadian 
metropolis. 

The Toronto Ambulance Serv- 
ice has an average emergency 
response time of 6.6 mintues, and 
an 11.4 minute period for assesing, 
stabalizing and loading the victim 
into theambulance. The mean travel 
time to a trauma centre is seven 
minutes. — 

Claude Desrosiers, a spokesper- 
son for Urgence Santé said that the 
ambulance service is working to 
comply with standards set out ina 
report by Quebec minister of health 
Marc-Yvan Coté, which was re- 
leased last June. It stipulated that 
Urgence Santé must lower its re- 
sponse time to six minutes for 
emergency calls. A period of eight 
months was given to attain this 
standard. 


However, Desrosiers said that 
“it will take a total of two years to 
meet the objective. This is to allow 
for the implementation of a com- 
puter driven emergency dispatch 
system which will place on-board 
computer navigators in the ambu- 
lances.” 

Ironically, Urgence Santé am- 
bulance technitions are currently 
onawork-to-rule protest. Theyare 
demanding better training equiva- 
lent to three years of college, as well 
as a renewal of their contract. 

Richmond and Pritchard have 
been circulating a petition in pro- 
test of the new traffic system which 
already has an estimated 400-600 
signitures. They have planned a 
protest for Tuesday at 17h00 at the 
corner of Parc and St. Vaiteur. 

Bryan McAdam was released 
from hospital last week. Scott 
Davidson was survived by his four 
year old son and his common law wife. 





City incinerator 
wasteful say 


critics 








While the city plans to upgrade 
its garbage incinerator, waste man- 
agement critics claim that the 
money would be better spent on 
recycling projects. 

The Bureau de Consultation de 
Montréal (BCM), a waste manage- 
ment lobby group, recently released 
a report questioning the city’s plans 

0 renovate the Des Carrièresincin- 
erator at a cost of $100 million. The 
report recommended theestablish- 
ment of local centres that could 
receive waste, and sort for recycla- 
ble or reusable materials. 

“By just renovating the Des 
Carriéres incinerator, we will be 
moving backward,” said Annette 
Rochette, a member of the Québec 
Public Interest Research Group 
(QPIRG). “The Ressourcerie will 
encourage people to look at gar- 
bage in a different way, and get the 
community involoved in the prob- 
lem.” 

If Montréal adopts alternative 
Waste management strategies, it 
could havea major influence on the 
rest of the province, according to 
Jacqueline Mayrand, coordinator of 
the Better Waste Management 
Project for QPIRG. 

“The city gave an example of 
leadership last winter by consulting 
the population on waste manage- 
ment. It’s a step in the right 
direction,” she said. “But now it is 
the time for the city to stop the talk 
about environmentalism and put 
words into action.” 

Marvin Rotrand, city councillor 
for the opposition Democratic Coa- 
lition, said that according to one 
engineer’ s estimates, four of these 
centres, capable of handling 125 000 
tonnes of waste per year, could be 
built at a cost of $24 million, a sav- 
ings of $76 million compared to the 
incinerator renovations, 

The BCM study also recom- 
mended that the city approach the 
province of Québec for a province- 
wide consultation on waste policy. 

“The city of Montreal's deci- 
sions, not only in areas of waste 
management, have a major effect 
on the rest of the province,” said 
Mayrand. “If [the city] wants to set 





BY DEE HOYANO 


the pace for the promotion of the 3 
Rs (reduce, reuse, re-cycle), it can, 
but it must be done with the rest of 
the province,” 

Mayrand also expressed dismäy 
at the proposal to build another 
$250 million incinerator in 
Montréal East. She said that waste is 
not merely something to be burned 
or put into landfills. It contains 
many usable resourcesand can gen- 
erate innovative employment and 
production. 

“| think if you go to the citizens 


you will find an amazing amount of 
ideas about what can be done with 


waste,” said Mayrand “I think we're 
much more innovative than engi- 
neers. They can only think of a 
chimney.” 

QPIRG’s response to Montreal’s 
waste problem is the Ressourcerie, 
a comprehensive “resource centre” 
that can deal with waste efficiently. 
The Ressourcerie could include re- 
cycling facilities, renovation and 
repair services for brokenappliances 
and furniture, public educationand 
information, and community 
composting. 

“The Ressourcerie isa centre for 
education, animation, workshops, 
repairing, job training and 
composting,” said Mayrand. 

Unlike incineration, which may 
put toxic substances into the air 
and water as a result of low-tem- 
perature burning and accumulate 
massive amounts of ash that must 
be disposed of, the Ressourcerie 
would provide an alternative to the 
‘burn and dump’ strategies of the 
past, 

The Ressourcerie’s foundation 
has been from the citizens of Mon- 
treal. Already, four public meetings 
have been held in Plateau Mont 
Royal and Centre Sud to discuss the 
project. Plateau Mont Royal/Cen- 
tre Sud is the target location for the 
first Ressourcerie. 

Action Rebuts, a Montreal coa- 
lition for eco-friendly waste 
management, has adopted the 
Ressourcerie project, and interested 
people may phone QPIRG at 398- 
7457 for information. 
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comment 


Rent too high? Buy a condo! 


Tired of getting the run-around from your landlord? Sick of high rent 
and slow repairs? To many students, the frustrations of tenant life are 
all too familiar. 

But don’t despair, the city of Montréal has the perfect solution for all 
low-income tenants, students living on a limited budget, and those 
living in subsidized housing: buy your own place. 

Yes, even though you may be living on a $500 a month budget, the 
city is going to propose that instead of paying rent, you fork out a bargain 
$100 000 to buy your own place, once it is converted toacondominium. 

Sound preposterous? Well, coming from a mayor who spends 
$800 000 on toilets for city hall, it’s a brilliant idea. 

This is the rationale: there are too many empty apartments around 
Montréal right now. Why? The city says it’s because landlords can’t 
make enough money just renting a place out. 

So the city proposes to let landlords convert their rental apartments 
into condos, so zlandlords and developers can make oodles of cash 
converting everything in sight into condos and sell to wide-eyed yuppies, 
who now lament the lack of high-cost housing in Montréal. 

Housing activists and tenants’ rights organizations are screaming 
mad about this, for good reason. They were behind the 1987 ban on 
condo conversions. 

Before the city approved the ban, landlords who wanted to make a 
fast buck could force low-income tenants out to make way for conver- 





sion. The poor were left homeless, while the rich got richer and had nice 


| posh homes. 


Not this time, the city says. Landlords who attempt underhanded 


methods of kicking tenants out will face tough fines, ranging from 
$5 000 to $25 000. The city claims that only vacant apartments would be 
subject to conversions. 

But fines will probably be useless. Landlords will always find ways to 
kick out tenants without enough cash. All it takes is a landlord slow on 
repairs and quick on collecting rent to make you want to move out. 

Even if the city’s logic works, it is still inapplicable for students. Why? 
Because students don't stay in the same place for long. Economic factors 
(like always having to find roomates) and the limited time we spend in 
university force us to constantly change places of residence. 

Once a group of students moves out, their old place is converted to 
a condo. As the process goes, there will be more and more condos and 
fewer apartments around for students. 

So, unless you have $100 000 lying around to buy your own place, 
rents will begin to skyrocket, and many students will be left out in the 
cold. 

Unfortunately, the city is not hearing the students’ message. To raise 
your objection at this corporate-driven absurdity, call your local city. 
councillor and raise hell. | 

Dave Ley 

Nick Auf-der Maur is the councillor for the McGill ghetto and west downtown 
area, Sammy Forcillo is the newly elected councillor from the centre-sud/downtown 
district. Both Forallo and Auf-der Maur are from the right-wing Civic Party which 
supports lifting the condo ban, Both can be reached at 872-3134. You can also use 
that number to find out who your counallor is. 





letters 





victimized by both Israelis and their 


To the Daily 
: Palestinian brothers. 


| would like to clear up the 


misconception concerning the letter | 
addressed to the PSC (Palestinian 
Solidarity Committee) once and for all. 

Mr. Salim (*), while I could argue 
point by point the letters written by 
both you and Mr. Arafat, | despise the 
famous “letter wars” in the Daily, so | 
shall refrain myself from doing so. 

You suggest that I deny that your 
people have suffered. 

I do notin any way! I sympatize with 
you that Palestinians have been 





What does concern me is the fact 
that the PSC is unwilling to acknowledge 
the fact that unprecedented progress 
has been madein theentireA rab-Israeli 
conflict. 

Perhaps it is time for both sides on 
campus to revamp their strategies. 
Would it not be more valuable and 
legitimate to throw out the old 
propaganda and concentrate on the 
positive. 

Mr. Salim, your letter is a case in 
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Women should hang together like words in à Sentence’ — Wittig 


— submitted by a group of women who support abortion. 


The fact exists that there is a need to recognize abortion as a real issue for women. The fact exists that there are 
no support groups in the Montréal/McGill community that recognize this issue. Often women are left alone after 
experiencing an abortion, which tends to promote a feeling of alienation. This issue is skirted by society and 
therefore women have difficulty discussing their abortions. 

Society has to realize the reality of this dire issue. In Canada there is no law against abortion — there is no 
political position on it. Abortions are available and are a commonality, but attitudes of disapproval still exist. 
Because we are socialized to believe that abortions should be shunned there exists a major lack of dialogue. This 
leads women to believe that since it isn’t talked about, thereis something wrong with their choice. We must divert 
ourselves from this “taboo” that hinders abortion and which disallows women to communicate. We must get 
away from the ideas of pity and victimization and move towards more empowering lingo, i.e. survivor. 

We want toalter these attitudes entrenched in society. That is why we have taken it upon oruselves to organize 
an informal group of women to discuss our experiences. We want change. We want to talk. 

We are holding our first meeting on Thursday, November 12 at 19h. Please fel free to bring a friend. For more 
information contact the Women’s Union in union 423 or call 392-6823. 


point. I don't recall there being a 
Palestinian country, to which you 
constantly refer, but perhaps when the 
peace talks are done you will have one 
to call home. 

Yet unlike you, I believe that peace is 
more than a dream. The very fact that 
all the parties have sat down at thesame 
table says enough. Howcan you ignore 
the fact that on Oct. 1 Israel and Jordan 
(mostly populated by Palestinians) 
signed an agreement recognizing the 
goal of a peace treaty? 

Iworrythat perhaps the PSC is being 
controlled by people that are oppsed to 
middle eastern reconciliation. If that is 
not the case, then we should have a 
quict and peaceful year on campus. 

Saalam Alickhum 

Daniel Koffler 
U2 Political Science 

(*When Youssef Arafat refers to me 
as a friend, heis being accurate, because 
we are. | won't patronize you with such 
a statement, since | have never met 
you.) 
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To the Daily: 

lan Hay’s obvious ignorance 
regarding the critical theories of bell 
hooks (as expressed in his Novermber 
6th letter) is not nearly as offensive as 
the techniques of victim-blame which 
he employs in his arguments. 

Following his line of reasoning, we 
are led to believe that oppressed groups 
are somehow responsible for their own 
victimization, because they seck to 
challenge and refuse to participate in 
the dominant power structures of 
socicty. Ifhooks’ political perspective is 
“imaginary”, then Hay’s argument that 
blacks perpetuate their position of 
inequality through “anti-social 
advancement attitudes” would be true. 
This ignores the fact that inequality is a 
matter of certain groups having a 
disparate amount of power. 

Based on his arguments, it can be 
assumed that Hay would also ascribe to 
the viewpoint that wc:nen are to blame 
for the unequal status and continuum 
of violence which they suffer, thereby 
overlooking the fact that female 
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oppression is a result of gender-based 
patriarchal relations. 

To clear up Hay’s confusion as to 
whether black people can be racist: 
certainly it is possible —just as women 
can besexist. But this hardly seemsto be 
a crucial issue for examination when 
you consider which groups possess the 
institutionalized powerto enforce their 
beliefs and attitudes. hooks does not 
engage in “blame-ascribing”, but 
focuses on “the primary contradiction 
in Western cultural thought that the 
superior should control the inferior” 
(hooks 1984), Likewise, hooks implies 
that any form of multicultural 
appreciation is rendered uscless unless 
it is accompanied by a fair share of 
power and representation for minority 
groups. 

Perhaps, you —Jan Hay — are the 
one in need of some reality politics. | 
urge you to look at your own sources of 
bias. You just might be surprised at 
whose feet are really in mid-air. 

Rebecca J. Haines 
U2 Arts 
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natives and environmentalists fight against logging in provincial park 


rT) 

don’t know why they bother 
calling it a park,” says frustrated 
Greenpeace member Diane Goulet, 
referring to Québec’s La Vérendrye 
provincial park. Threatened by clear-cut 
logging, the 10 000 square kilometre 
wildlife reserve located 400 kilometres 
northwest of Montréal is the focus of a 
bitter dispute between natives and 
environmentalists and Québec’s Ministry 
of Forests. 

Developments in the last two 
months — bulldozer blocking, road- 
blocks, law suits and counter-suits — 
have raised the stakes. 

But what upsets Goulet is that the 
conflict was supposed to be settled 14 
months ago. In 1991, the Barriére Lake 
Algonquins and the Québec and Federal 
governments hammered out an accord 
that would allow logging in the park 
while protecting the Algonquins’ tradi- 
tional burial sites and hunting areas. The 
460-strong Barrière Lake Algonquin band 
live in the middle of La Vérendrye park. 

Goulet, who works on forestry issues 
for Greenpeace, said the accord was the 
first time Québec has accepted a “multi- 
user” approach towards forest 
management. But in the last year, the 
Québec government — specifically 
forestry minister Albert Côté — has not 
respected the spirit of the “trilateral” 
accord. 

Last summer, Côté gave the go- 
ahead to Gatineau lumberman Claude 
Bérard to begin forestry operations in the 
park. In October, Algonguins stood in 
front of bulldozers in an attempt to stop 
the forest's destruction. 

“It’s the first time other forest users, 
besides industry, are included in manag- 
ing the forests, and they go right ahead 
and allow loggers to start cutting in 
sensitive areas.” 


Policymakers running amok 

The conflict between the Barriére 
Lake Algonquins and the government is 
largely a product of contradictory 
government policy. 

Signed in August 1991, the accord 
evoked a wave of optimism that Native- 
Québec relations could improve after 
Québec’s blundering response to the 
1990 “Oka crisis.” Although Côté himself 
signed the accord, it is widely believed 
that he was under pressure by more 
powerful ministers in the Bourassa 
cabinet. 3 

But only months before the accord 
was signed, Côté awarded logging 
contracts in the park to five local logging 
companies — including the company 
belonging to Claude Bérard. The compa- 
nies were given permission to remove the 
maximum allowable quantity of lumber 
without any signifigant restrictions. 

According to a report released two 
weeks ago by Québec Superior Court 
Judge Réjean Paul — appointed by the 
provincial government to mediate in the 
conflict — the logging contracts threaten 
the future of the accord. He said the 


accord takes precedence over logging 
contracts, even though the contracts 
were signed before the accord. 

“The accord, which is a solemn pact 
and which can be considered a treaty, 
should be always be considered when- 
ever logging contracts are awarded by 
the ministry of forests to private firms,” 
said Paul. “The ministry’s agreement with 
(Claude Bérard) does not respect either 
the letter or tie spirit of the accord.” 

Judge Paul said he understood the 
government wants to begin logging in 
the area to promote the local economy, 
but adds “this logging must not be done 
at the (Algonquins’) expense.” 

Paul’s comments surprised the 
government, which has so far not 
officially responded to the report. 


Government acting in bad faith 

For the Barrière Lake Algonquins, the 
conflict is between elements of the 
government that practice the “old 
school” of forest mangement — where 
nobody is consulted — and elements 
that desire a more integrated form of 
forest management. 

“Even though the trilateral accord is 
a very innovative pilot project on forest 
management sponsered by the govern- 
ment of Québec, people like Albert Côté 
are very resistant to change,” said the 
Algonquins’ lawyer and Kahnawake 
Mohawk, Russell Diabo. 

“He has stalled the mediation 
process as long as he can and when it 
seemed imminent, he gave logging 
permits to (Bérard) in order to derail 
mediation.” 

Algonquin Michel Thusky accuses 
Côté of backroom dealing with logging 
companies and then blaming the 
Algonquins of acting in bad faith. “He's 
trying to provoke a second Oka by 
accusing us of negotiating (a cutting 
plan) in bad faith.” 

During Judge Paul’s investigation, a 
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lawyer for Claude Bérard made public a 
letter from the Ministry of Forests which 
said logging could go ahead as planned 
and that to “ensure peace and 
tranquility,” Public Security Minister 
Claude Ryan would be contacted. Some 
Algonquins interpreted this remark as a 
veiled threat that Sûreté du Québec 
officers would be sent to ensure that - 
natives would not disrupt logging. 

The Barriére Lake Algonquins are one 
of the few remaining native bands in 
Québec that still practices a traditional 
lifestyle, said Thusky. Most members of 
the community fish, hunt and trap for a 
living. Most still speak their own lan- 
guage. 

Thusky said most Algonquins 
recogr:ize that the Québec economy 
requires some logging in the area be 
conducted to boost the local economy. 
But Thusky said forestry development ha: 
its limits. “We're not opposed to logging, 
but we want it to be done respectfully.” 

Thusky feared that if the forest is 
clear cut, young people would lose touch 
with nature and eventually their culture. 
“First the wildlife would disappear, then 
the Algonquins would suffer, and 
eventually, in the long term, so would 
the economy.” 


Detailed inventory needed 

Diabo said the survival of the forest 
is a race between loggers and naturalists 
studying the forest. He said that if 
natruralists conduct a detailed inventory 
of wildlife and plantlife, establishing 
sensitive zones, loggers could never be 
allowed to cut the entire forest. 

“(Algonquins) have tried to create an 
inventory of the wildlife in the area so 
that the needs of nature, tourists and 
indigineous peoples can be taken into 
account,” said Diabo. 

Under the trilateral accord, a task 
force of naturalists was sent to identify 
sensitive ecological and cultural zones for 
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protection. According to Thusky, sensi- 
tive zones in the park would include 
moose calving areas and nesting areas for 
martens, eagles and turtles. 

Birch forests, used by Algonquins for 
the construction of canoes and snow- 
shoes, and areas where medicinal plants 
grow should also be protected by the 
accord. 

La Vérendrye park has received little 
protection from its park status over the 
years. Originally untouched wilderness, 
government officials allowed moose 
hunting in the 60s. In 1975, under 
pressure from the forest industry, the 
provincial government stripped La 
Vérendrye of its park status and renamed 
it a “wildlife reserve”— a largely mean- 
ingless term. Since 1975, over 50 
per cent of the La Vérendrye’s massive 
forest has been clear cut. 


Industry and government collusion 

The Algonquins’ struggle over the 
last three years has exposed many 
charges of government collusion with the 
forestry industry — none of which have 
been seriously investigated. 

Côté, selected by Bourassa as forest 
minister because of his background in 
the forest industry, is former president of 
Rexor Inc, a large Québec forest con- 
glomerate. Rexor today is also partial 
owner of Scieries Grand-Rémous, one of 
the five logging companies with con- 
tracts in La Vérendrye Park. And Rexor is 
anxiously awaiting Côté’s permission to 
begin cutting in December. 

Diabo said the Algonquins made 
another interesting discovery when they 
went to court to counter a law suit 
initiated by Claude Bérard. The govern- 
ment-appointed judge withdrew himself 
from the trial when the Algonquin’s 
lawyer revealed that the judge had 
worked for Bérard nine years earlier. 

Thusky said the environment 
ministry has also helped Côté speed up 
cutting the forests in the park. 
Algonquins briefly delayed road construc- 
tion crews last month with a regulation 
of Québec's environmental code. The 
code requires an environmental assess- 
ment certificate for any road over two 
kilometres. But six days later construction 
crews got their certificate — record time 
according to Thusky. He said no environ- 
mental review was ever performed. 

“The road passes right through some 
moose calving areas which they would 
have seen had they come,” said Thusky. 
“Cote has the Environment Ministry in 
his back pocket.” 

In the upcoming weeks Diabo said 
the conflict will come to a head. He said 
Algonquins are preparing for the worst. 
He expects Côté will attempt to over- 
whelm the Algonquins by allowing all 
five logging companies to begin logging 
December 1st. 


If you wish to help the Algonquins in 
their fight against the ministry of forests, 
call Russell Diabo in Ottawa at (613) 233- 
8686. 
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Students to have access to course evaluations 


BY FIONA MCCAW 





Senate approved a plan Wednes- 
day to make course evaluation 
results available to students, al- 
though not all information will be 
made available. 

The plan calls for the release of 
responses to standardized multiple- 
choice course evaluation questions, 
provided the professor has been 
teaching for at least two years and 
gives written permission to release 
the results. 

All student senators voted for 
the plan. 

Written permission from pro- 
fessorsisrequired by Québec privacy 
law, said Law professor Ronald 
Sklar, a committee member. 

Engineering dean Pierre 
Bélanger said the plan did not set 
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enoughguidelinesfor departments, 
so that departments could keep any 
questions secret. 


History professor Robert Vogel 


said he did not like the plan. 
“If students collected the infor- 
mation themselves, they would have 


every right to publish it themselves,” 
said Vogel. “In the past, students _ 


produced their own guides which 
were witty, informative, and useful 
for students and faculty. With this, 


ing them that information must be 
uniform, statistical and universal 
across the university.” 

Vogel added that he felt theneed 
for statistical questions would limit 
the usefulness of the information. 

“I think we should be encourag- 


ing students to publish their own 


information,” said Vogel. 
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DEPARTMENT OF PSYCHOLOGY 


McGill 


University 


Male Participants* needed for 
a study in personality psychology: 


“who are aged 18-24 and presently enrolled in an 
undergraduate program. 


The study will involve filling out some questionnaires 
and will require approximately 1 1/2 hours. 

Each participant will be paid $15.00. 

All data will remain strictly confidential. 


If you think you might be interested in 
participating, please contact us at 398-3717 or 
come 10 koom §3/22 in the Stewart Biology 
Building, for further information. 





Or 


Science student senator 
Emmanuel Chomski said he did 
not think printing student com- 
ments was a viable option, as 


. selecting the comments would be 


arbitrary, particularly if the selec- 
tion was done by students. Chomski 
said he was worried about students 
using the evaluations to take out 
grudges on professors for giving 
them bad marks. He said he fa- 


. Voured statistics because they were 
as With tenure hearings, we are tell- 


“more impartial.” 
Students’ society vp university 
affairs Monique Shebbeare said Stu- 


. dents’ Society decided to cooperate 
_ with the university for course evalu- 


ations rather than doing their own 
because they wanted “to do it as 
partnership rather than in conflict.” 

History professor Carman Miller 
said he had no objection to course 
evaluations, but was not sure they 


_ would be helpful to students. 


“Not all students are equally 


qualified to evaluate instructors,” 
said Miller, adding that he thought 
peer review was a more appropriate 
way of judging a professor’s value. 

Microbiology and Immunology 
professor Michael DuBow disagreed 
with Miller, saying students were 
competent to evaluate how they 
were being taught. 

“I think that our job is to teach 
and their job is to learn,” said 
DuBow. “I think they can tell us 
about how well they are receiving 
information.” 


Other senate stuff 

Ombudsperson Annette Werk 
gave a report to Senate Wednesday. 
Werk said the McGill Sexual Har- 
assment policy needed a review. 
Werk particularly objected to the 
Sexual Harassment assessors’ dual 
rolesas advocate and judge of sexual 
harassment cases. Students’ Society 
and the Post-Graduates’ Students’ 
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Society have both 
called for a review of 
the policy. 

Princir >| Johnston 
wasn’t going to say any- 
thing about the results 
of the Macleans survey 
of universities, but as 
Physical and Occupa- 
tional Therapy 
professor Christina 
Hui-Chan brought it 
up, he was compelled 
to say a few words. 

“It’s a confirmation 
of the remarkable com- 
mitment to quality of 
the university,” said 
Johnston. “With the 
money we have we use 
it very well.” 

Johnston 
Macleans. 

“Isn't it great that a 
national magazine can 
devote 55 pages to 
higher education,” he 
said. 
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Students’ Society briefs 


Our student leaders, aka Coun- 
cil, spent another three hourstrying 
to lead last Thursday night. They 


- dealt with a lot of internal bullshit 
- thatdoesn’taffectanyoneanywhere. 


However, they diddecidetodoa 
couple of important things, which 


_ are listed here. 


Another Assembly 
Society prez Jason Princemoved 


that Students’ Society try to have 
another General Assembly next 


week. Not enough people attended 
Wednesday’sassembly to keep quo- 
rum, the minimum number people 


needed for the meeting to have the 
authority to make a decision. 


Prince proposed the new assem- 
bly so Council would have a chance 


- to debate it. 


“If we have another ( Assembly) 
next week, we can use the momen- 
tum and energy we've built up,” 


. Said Prince, He added that in 1989 
the first attempt to have a General 


Assembly on tuition fees failed to 
get quorum. 
Almost all members of Council 


_ Were opposed to the new Assembly, 


each for different reasons. 
“I think the verdict of the people 


isin, and it is that they don’t care 
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about the General Assembly,” said 
athletics rep James Stewart. 

Jeff Percival, vp external, agreed. 
“If we don’t get quorum a second 
time, it looks rally bad.” 

Some councillors objected tothe 
idea that Council should lead while 
students follow. “I really like this. 
“The students should be studying, 
and we should be leading.’ That 
doesn’t sound like democracy,” said 
arts rep Jon Ablett. 

Residencerep AndréBruehlman 
said, “I believe the exercise of de- 
mocracy for democracy’s sake is 
pretty, but it is pretty ineffective.” 


Not again: SSMUcorp 3 

Students’ Society decided to 
strike its third incorporation com- 
mitteein two yearsat last Thursday's 
meeting. 

The Society set up acorporation 
over the summer to employ Society 
staff, obtain liquor permits, and sign 
contracts, Until last year, Society 
employees were McGill employees. 

This committee will look into 
thecorporation, and try to find ways 
to improve it. 

“There's no effective link be- 
tween thecorporation that currently 
exists and the Students’ Society,’ 
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said Society prez Jason Prince. 

Prince said later that the rela- 
tionship between the Society and 
the corporation needed to be rede- 
fined because it is very vague. The 
Society and the corporation have 
the same members, undergraduate 
students. 


Pass/Fail option 

Students’ Society decided with- 
out much debate to lobby the 
university to give students the op- 
tion of being graded pass/fail. The 
mark would not appear on the stu- 
dent’s GPA. 

Under the proposal, only elec- 
tive courses could be graded pass/ 
fail. The professors would assign 
everyone a regular letter grade, and 
the MARS computer would assign 
the pass/fail marks. That way, the 
sie would not know which 
students are being graded pass/fail. 
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events 





The Social Justice Committee of 
Montréal presents Patti Strong, 
from the Canadian Lawyers Asso- 
ciation for International Human 
Rights. Topic: NAFTA and Human 
Rights in Latin America. 


say No to the rise of Neo-Nazi 
Racism and Fascism in Germany. 


The Canadian Centre on Racism 


and Prejudice is organizingamarch 
to the German consulate on the 
International DayofActionagainst 
Racism and Fascism, November 9. 
Meet at Reggie’s 18h00, 7th floor 
Concordia Hall building, 1455 de 
Maisonneuve West. 


Latin America Awareness Group 
will meetin room 107-108 at 17h00. 
After we will go to UQAM to listen 
to Rigoberta Menchu. 


Thedepartment of Political Sci- 
ence and the McGill committee of 
the Shastri Indo-Canadian Insti- 
tute present Professor Ashutosh 
Varshney, from the Department of 
Government, Harvard University. 
Topic: Beyond urban bias, democ- 
racy, economic policy and rural 
well-being in India. November 9, 
Arts Council Room 16h00-18h00 








classified ads 


Ads may be placed through the Daily business office, Room B-17, Union Building, 9hOO-14hO0. Deadline is | 4h00, lwo working days prior to publication 
McGill Studenis (with valid ID}: $3.50 per day, 3 or more consecutive days, $2.50 per day. McGill Employees (with staff card) $4.50 per day, 3 or more conseculive days, $3.50 per day. All others: 


$5.00 per day, or $4.00 per day for 3 or more consecutive days. [Prices donot include applicable GST or PST). For more information, please visit our office in person or call 398-6790 - WE CANNOT 
TAKE CLASSIFIED ADS OVER THE PHONE, 


The Daily assumes no financial responsibility for errors, or damage due to errors. Ad will re-appear free of charge upon request if information is incorrect due to our error. The Daily reserves the right 
not lo print any classified ad. : 
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2 - Movers/Storage anywhere, luc days°861-9090, ing peer counselling. Anyone interested in 
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Moving/Storage.Closedvanortiuck. | i about their sexuality is welcome to drop by 
local and long distance. Ott-Tor-Van-NY- lions. Pewter, silver, gilt items, camera 
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Moving Service Available. Alex 324 
3794, 


3 - Help Wanted 


Wanted: motivated, committed, 
hard-working individuals to run their own 
summer! painting business. College Pro 





CKUT 90.3 FM - Radio McGill nceds 


NIGHTLINE volunteer librairians/archivists to help or- R 





Painters still has excellent franchises avail- 0246, ER ee 2400 METAL > aa McTavish, 6-15. 
able. Average nel summer profit: $10,000. Macintosh Tutoring: From deskiop Female Models Wanted [or test shoot. 
8740352 9-5 pm. basics lo highend applications. Finder, Free professional pictures in return. For 


UNLIMITED EARNINGS. Maior lono  ©Ystem 7, Microsoll Word 4 & 5, _ interview, call Dia al 633-5627. leave 
pearl ee se ae von sel - : FreeHand, PageMaker, Norton Utils, disk message. 
ae : loth wert management, elc. Also: choosing the tight 
secking representatives to register residen- ; ds. $20/sossic 
tial and business customers who can save CAUIPMent loi er. a de / session, 
up to 60% on inleinational long distance eove message ol 45720037. 
telephone calls. Work at your own pace 7 - For Sale 


and hours. Earnings Guaranteed. New Single bed (mattress and base) in 


representatives must speak a language perfect condition + 2 drawers. $300. Ask 
olher than French ot English {for example bo and 380.4463. 


Greek, Italian, Spanish, Polish, Arabic, §. ——————_—_ 
etc.) call 276-9437. Chevette 82 150,000 km excellent 


condition, no tus!, good maintenance 
4 - Jobs Wanted - $700.00. 489-7443. Private, 


WORDPROCESSING laser printing. Computer Must Sell - Moving. 386: 


Repoils, manuscipls, correspondence, elc. 33, 4Mb RAM, 64K cache, 120Mb 
Also graphics and spreadsheels. Fast, ac: HD, SVGA Monitor & card {1024 x 768 
cote professional. Call 695-3391 and |, 256). 2400bd modem, Adlib sound 
OS CEE card, mouse, lower case, lots of solt- 
5 - Typing Services ware: Win. 3.1, DIP, music, games, 
Success to all students. WordPerfect [e'c. Only $] sti 935-8836 Raymond. 
5.1. Term papers, resumés. 24 yrs. expe- 10 - Rides/Tickets 

tience. $1.75 double space, 7 days/ 
week. Rapid service. On campus - Peel/ 


Sherbrooke. Paulette Vigneault or Roxanne 
288-9638, 2880016. 


Term papers, theses, CV's typed ac- 
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After you have had your 

yearbook picture taken... 
Come to 
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CLINICAL INTERNSHIPS 


TICKET Montreal-Vancouver - one 
way. Depart! 18th November - Mirabel. 
Male - $200 ot neares! offer. Call 672: 
5564 {Sean} or 398-7375 (Bernice). 


| ial PEN E D Ride needed to Toronto for he week: 
curalely by experienced typist. Reason: end of November 1 3th. | will be happy to 


May 24 - July 16 


Division of International 
Programs Abroad 
Summer Programs Office 


able. locks good on a laser printer. Lo- 
cated in the “ghetto.” 843-3449. 


Wordprocessing - Excellent quality, 12 - Personal 
fast, reasonable, English, French. Macin- : = 

losh formatting. Also mathematics Ph.D., Discussion Group - Oiganized by Stu- 
luloring available - All levels 489-2665. dents from families of Jewish and non 


; RAT ; Jewish parents. Everyone welcome to ex 
Typing and editing, if necessary, o plore, discuss in open, nonjudgemental 


term papers, theses, letters, elc., with Brother environment. Call Hillel 845-9171. 
electronic typewriter, $1.75 double- 


spaced. Accurate and prompt, Graduate All | want for my birthday isa Ben @ 


background. 326-2698. Jerry's ice cream cake. Hint, hint, hint. 


For info call 286-6073. 1316 d 
WORD PROCESSING cf formpopers,  pnvigon one W! : 


theses, reports, elc. Experienced. 

WordPeilect 5.1. laser Pitter Reliable, 13 - Lessons/Courses 
accurale, fast. Goodrates.ClosetoMcGill. Score well on the LSAT, GMAT, or 
Call Brigitte 2820301. GRE! Our preparation courses which use 
Support a starving graduate student! © unique approach have been used suc: 
Willtype anything. $1.50/page. Pick: cessfully by housands since 1979. Call 1- 
up and delivery. laser print. Call lauren 800-567-7737. 


9417025 ee 14 - Notices 


split gas and expenses. Call Lara at 989: 
1397. 





288-1923 


1231 Ste. Catherine St. W, 
#307 


119 Euclid Avenue, Dept AP 
Syracuse, NY 13244-4170 
(315) 443-9420/9421 





(near Drummond) 
| 
Q 


exit Stanley 





COUNTONME. Professional word [Pl Smoked Tofu, Veggie Slirfry, | i: : é 
processing. Double-spaced. Laser qual ==, Py | Vegelarian Chili. Where? At Hillel, : 
ity. Fast service - saves you time and brain 13460 Stonley. His.: Mon.Thurs.: 

power. $1.50/page. Alwater/de LV i] 1:00am7:00pm, Fri. 1 1:OOam- 

Maisonneuve. 935-9528. HILLEL 2:00pm. 8459171. oa ns % 
WORD PROCESSING.93/-8495 Term  LBGM Meeting}! Come one, come all! 3 : LEE | SR fe 
papers, resumes, manuscripls, correspond: Thursday, November 12, 6:00 at 550 

ence {laser Printer} 9:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m. Sherbrooke W., Rm. 1170 to discuss 

(Atwater). dance, peer counselling, etc. 


Accurate and prompt word process  Interfaith Dialogue: Students getting 
ing, laser printer: term papers, theses, together to learn about and share perspec: 





tepoils, résumés {ediling, page layoul), lives on vilal issues concerning their faith. Sn. SR SSS 3 

Re — as es fs Reson te eee Nee All prices include taxes and are based on double occupancy. 
E ES by s. Student rales. Ne ue 

Bolter Business Bureau Member. 30004 4104. McGill Chaplaincy. For more information contact: 


students served. Owner worked for Proctor =A New Film Club in Montreal! 
& Gamble, Heinz and General Foods. Come learn the magic of Cinema in a 


PRESTIGE (on Guy} 939-2200. relaxed, non-academic selling. Guest lec: | | rE À dre dre, peng Net 
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ANTI-QUEER LAWS STILL ON THE BOOKS IN SEVERAL STATES 


IN 1989, MICA ENGLAND APPLIED FOR A JOB WITH THE DALLAS POLICE. IN THE COURSE OF HER 
APPLICATION, A POLYGRAPH TEST REVEALED HER TO BE A LESBIAN. CITING THIS AS THE REASON, THE 
DEPARTMENT REFUSED TO EMPLOY HER. 

WHEN CHALLENGED, THEY POINTED TO TEXAS LAW #21.06, WHICH GIVES A FINE OF UP TO 
S500 FOR “HOMOSEXUAL CONDUCT”. IF HER SEX LIFE IS ILLEGAL, THEY REASONED, SHE SHOULD NOT 
BE ALLOWED TO WORK FOR THE COPS. 
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Texas is one of twenty- 
five U.S. states with laws 
against sodomy and other 
‘unnatural’ sex acts. The $200 
fine is actually quite tame — 
the Idaho state Supreme Court 
ruled in January that you can 
get life in prison for anal or 
oral sex. 

A number of similar laws 
were struck down in the last, 
few years, and a few more are 
under attack. But with the 
passage last Tuesday of a 
vicious anti-gay ballot measure 
in Colorado and the near miss 
of an even more evil one in 
Oregon, it is clear that legal 
attacks on lesbians and gay 
men are far from over. 

Although most sodomy 
laws don't single out queers, 
activists say 
the laws are 
rarely used 
against 
heterosexuals. 
Specifically, 
they say police 
often entrap 
gay men in 
known cruising 
areas. 

Robin Kane, spokesper- 
son for the U.S. National Gay 
and Lesbian Task Force, said 
the police use these laws “to 
harass and limit lesbian and 
gay communities”. 

When people are charged 
with sodomy, she Said, it is 
often in circumstances where 
police want to arrest queers but 
have no good pretext. Or 
sodomy might be added to other 
charges like assault or inde- 
cency. 
Added harm comes when 
those arrested have their 
names (and sometimes ad- 
dresses) published in the 
newspaper, which often leads to 
more harassment and lost jobs. 

But sodomy laws are 
rarely enforced against consent- 
ing adults, she said. More 
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commonly, “Sodomy laws are 
the basis for denying lesbians 
and gays other civil rights.” 

They have been used to 
deny lesbian and gay groups 
government funding, she said. 
Perhaps their most devastating 
use is in custody battles, where 
queers can be painted as 
“unconvicted criminals” and 
unfit parents. 

“They're also often used 
to limit accurate, explicit AIDS 
information and education,” 
said Kane. 

Part of the problem with 
actually enforcing the laws js 
that “most people realise how 
ridiculous they are”, she said. 
“To enforce them would require 
an intense police state which 
most citizens would abhor.” 


EVERY PERSON WHO IS GUILTY OF THE 
INFAMOUS CRIME AGAINST NATURE COMMITTED 
WITH MANKIND OR WITH ANY ANIMAL IS PUN- 
ISHABLE BY IMPRISONMENT IN THE STATE 
PRISON NOT LESS THAN FIVE YEARS.” 

— IDAHO LAW CODE, #18-6605, 


“CRIME AGAINST NATURE” 


Arkansas Senior Assist- 
ant Attorney General Olan 
Reeves acknowledged this, 
saying the state’s homosexual- 
only sodomy law hadn't been 
enforced since 1973 because it 
most likely would have been 
found unconstitutional. 

But the U.S. Supreme 
Court has decided otherwise. In 
the 1986 Bowers vs. Hardwick 
decision, the court upheld 
Georgia’s sodomy law. 

Police originally came to 
Hardwick’s house to serve him 
with a traffic citation, Let in by 
a roommate, they found him in 
bed with another man. The 
Supreme Court (in a decision 
written by Justice Byron White) 
determined that privacy was no 
defence, since adultery, incest 
and drug use remain illegal in 
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the privacy of one’s bedroom. 
In a concurring opinion, 
Chief Justice Warren Berger 
wrote, “In constitutional terms 
there is no such thing as a 
fundamental right to commit 
homosexual sodomy.” 


SODOMY IS RAPE 


The Daily contacted 
officials in the Attorney Gener- 
al’s office in several states with 
sodomy laws. Most defended the 
laws by saying that they are 
only applied in cases of forced 
sex. 

“Realistically we wouldn't 
charge two consenting adults,” 
said Julianne Meehan, the head 
of the sexual assault division of 
the Ada County prosecutor's 
office in Boise, Idaho- 

She said the Idaho law 
against rape only covers 
vaginal intercourse, and the 
sodomy law is used in cases of 
anal rape. 

She denied that the law 
was used disproportionately 
against queers in Idaho. 

The Idaho Supreme 
Court’s January decision which 
said life in prison for crimes 
against nature was “not cruel 
and unusual” in fact dealt with 
a man also charged with rape. 

But Ryan David Hayes 
was found innocent of rape, and 
received his 12-year sentence 
for engaging in “unnatural 
carnal copulation”. 

But gay-rights lawyer 
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Eric Wolfson said this does not 
mean the Idaho law does not 
harm queers. 

“The way these laws 
harm lesvian and gay people is 
they hang there over our heads 
and stigmatise us,” he said. 
“They are a stamp of inferiority 
on lesbian and gay people.” 

The laws can still be used 
to deny employment to queers, 
unfairly settle custody battles 
and deny funding to lesbian and 
gay groups, said Wolfson. 

“And it ought to be 
considered sexual assault no 
matter how it is committed,” he 
said. 

Wolfson works with the 
Lambda Legal] Defense and 
Education Fund, a group which 
works to create gay-positive 
legal precedent, provides free 
legal help in carefully selected 
cases involving gay and lesbian 
civil rights. 

Penny Perkins, Lambda's 
public education coordinator, 
said it is harmful and unfair to 
lump lesbian and gay sex in 
with sexual assault and statu- 
tory rape. 

“The courts form biases 
against the gay community 
based on the impression that 
gays are all public-sex perverts. 
And these are the same judges 
who are passing judgment in 
custody and housing cases,” she 
said. 

But in some states, the 
defense of the laws are straight- 
forwardly homophobic. 

When the Maryland 
Supreme Court struck down the 
ban on heterosexual sodomy in 
August 1990, they maintained 
that homosexual sodomy was 
still an “unnatural and per- 
verted sexual practice”. 

And regardless of how 
they're applied, laws linking 
gay sex with “deviate sexual 
intercourse” (in Texas and: 
Missouri) or “crimes against 
nature” (in many states) are 
far from subtle. 


SUCCESSES AND FAILURES 


Activists’ most recent 
success came on September 24, 
when Kentucky's Supreme 
Court struck down the state’s 
“Deviant Sexual Intercourse” 
and “Sodomy” laws. 

A lower court in Michigan 
has declared that state’s “Crime 
Against Nature” law unconstitu- 
tional, but it is not yet certain 
whether the Attorney General's 
decision not to appeal means 
the law is dead for the whole 


_IN CANADA: 


state. And the Texas law is set 
to go to the state’s Supreme 
Court in January. 

Wolfson said the next 
attempt would be in Florida, 
and the law would likely be 
struck down. Cases in Virginia 
and Georgia are also on the 
horizon, he said. 

“It's an encouraging 
trend”, said Perkins. However, 
she added, the ballot initiatives 
in the recent U.S. elections were 
discouraging. 

Voters in Colorado 
accepted a measure which 
prevents any branch of state 
government from enforcing 
“any statute, regulation, 
ordinance or policy” which 
would accept homosexuality or 
bisexuality as the basis of any 
“protected status or claim of 
discrimination”. 

Tea Schook, president of 
the Equal Protection Campaign 
which fought the initiative, said 
it passed because voters were 
convinced that lesbians and 
gays were after “special rights”, 
rather than basic civil rights. 

“Our job is now to edu- 
cate people about what is a civil 
right, and what a sham the idea 
of special rights is,” she said. 

She said that although 
the new law is too vague to be 
enforceable, it has led to 
increasing attacks on lesbians 
and gays. 

“This law creates an 
atmostphere in which lesbian 
and gay people have to fear for 
their lives and livelihoods,” she 
said. “It gives the permission to 
discriminate, to attack.” 

The Oregon initiative, 
contained a host of attacks on 
queers, including a stipulation 
that schools should teach that 
homosexuality, like sadomaso- 
chism and pedophilia, is 
“abnormal, wrong, unnatural 
and perverse” (along with a 
host of other attacks on 
queers). It received 43 per cent 
support, but failed to pass. But, 
like Colorado, Oregon has seen 
a huge increase in anti-gay 
attacks. 

“As a result of the ballot 
measure it became acceptable to 
commit acts of violence against 
gays and lesbians. I don’t think 
that’s going to change immedi- 
ately,” said Ebie Brisken, a 
press officer for “No on 9”, the 
coalition which fought the 
initiative. 

She noted that Oregon 
had more than twice as many 
anti-gay hate crimes in the first 
half of this year as in the same 
period of 1991. 


Canada’s own “anti-buggery” law began to die in 1969, when anal sex and “gross inde- 
cency” were made legal when engaged in between consenting adults over 21 in the privacy of 
their own home (semi-public sex, such as in lovers lanes, continued to be prosecuted dispropor- 
tionately against lesbians and gays). 

In 1987, the gross indecency law was appealed and the consent law for anal sex was 
lowered to 18, still higher than that for other sexual styles, which was 14. 

This summer, Ontario Court Justice Marle Corbett found this distinction to be unconstitu- 
tional. For now at least, gay sex is, at least on paper, the same as straight sex. 








